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Air of Zen in modern city

On a beautiful day during the late afternoon, | visited my client, a clear
businesswoman, in her retreat along the Keelung River.

She is a man with a particular complexion. The first impression gave me a messags
that | would have to jump out of my typical thought of a businessman’s house and search

rather for a new way for this particular person
How did this design come out? Listen. | listen to how people talk about design, then

1will listen how my client describes herself, the stary that portrays dreams and the past.
I still remember how she dressed and in that way | tried to figure out her tastes. Her

smile and the way she described flowers in her garden revealed a message of a true
living lady and her interests in nature. | wander how this cultured taste grew in her; her

personality, education and her nature
Most of the time my design starts from location; | believe a site is the key element to

generate the Idea for good space. This time | felt the site was a subordinate element; itis
the client who inspired me to think.

Also, everything moved very smoethly; mutual trust made it easy to translate
abstract idea into tangible things. | did not rely on analytical studies to find form or
program but rather acted instinctively; and this direct response based on perception
reacted well to finding a true relationship between space and dwelling in the future
Giving up my typical design practice, | felt completely free. | believe the space finally

come out as a venue of new experience that was but more or less spiritual
Can this practice be linked to Zen philosophy or a theory in a Western fashion? | do

notthink this is important. Rather, what it taught me was that we all need some new
experience out of insipid modern life. Did | find the true answer for this? | would say
“yes
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Agrand fireplace marks the central focus of the room. Vision lingers upon a grand
window towards the garden where trees are abundant. It then lands on the room with its
sophisticated materials. The sensitive texture responds to the client's personality and cares
about the emo tions that affect the family and it member s.
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The firstimpression of a dwelling is its lobby. The space can be an atrium, anti-chamber, a courtyard, small garden or a foyer. Whatever its name it is linked to its building

s an essentially important space for a dwelling.
Alobby space is a story-revealing venue which tells one about who dwells within; it should never be treated in a typical pattern. In S house, | tried to integrate the more public

lobby into a private space; this creates a dual relationship forming an expanding energy as if the room was calling for a reassessment of the purpose of dwelling. The multiple
function of the lobby suggests a dynamic flexibility to modern life

type,
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An island table expands to six meters and offers multiple pleasures for not just the family but also friends and co-

workers. It is big enough to hold meetings around it and then turn into a buffet table.
The dining space is a second living room, a social venue beyend its single dining function,

The space is similar ta a bar space in a Western style domicils
It directly contrasts with the voice-filled dining space revealing a

totally tranquil air.
The space is dominated by a traditional chair-bed, a typical

interior furnishing element in Ming Dynasty interior space. Delicate
wood detail invites a sensible touch for one who sits or lies upon the
chair.



The Gallery is a meditation space that links private and public space. Its
cross passage lays out the living space in a more sophisticated way. Itis like
aritual passage that leads people in a sequential order for experiencing the
layering of life in a particular domicile.

In this cozy room, there appears hand-craft wall paper and a Ghippendale bed set. Wood
floor uses polished cypress wood without being paintsd on the surface. The rustic air displays a
unique elegancy rather than a secular luxury.

Abedroom is a completely private domain. | believe it's the user's job to add extra furnishing
details. Her comfort has to be determined by her own will.
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The reading room is an add-on space along the master bedroom. Upon the
wood floor stands a big reading tabie made out of Chinese cypress. The bookshelf is
like a curious box holding books in various compartments.

Delicate details and arts and craft construction give the space a harmony of
material, light and colors

Nature is what | believe good design is called.




