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CS-H-24- Folio

In the Folio we have retained the building's original architectural structure. In the
narrow space between the two sections of what was once a walk-up apartment
building, we added steel frames to support the elevators necessary in its use as a hotel.
A void structure was created within the hotel, parallel to the lane that fronts the
building facade, producing a line of open-sky spaces of various sizes where we can
stand, gaze into the warm light of the sky, and meet our fellow hotel guests! Our view
also extends horizontally toward the exterior, where as always our eyes are met by the
lines and contours of Taipei City. In addition to the two elevators—one for guest use
and one for the hotel staff—we also added, beyond the original laundry balconies of
the living spaces, walkways of minimum required width. To one side of these walkways
are latticed French windows from which you can glimpse Taipei's back alleys, their lines
a genuine reflection of the ordinary lives within them. Balconies, courtyards, walkways,
stairwells, open-sky spaces, and walkway bridges—each of these are both stage and
theater box; at the Folio we can both see and be seen. Here, these conscientious design
details speak to us of the flavor of life in Taipei, and in them, we hope you discover a
kind of everyday leisure, comfort, and poetry.... Each of the original metal window
grilles, with their pleasing designs, have been painted white and now form an enclosing
wall. The greens, browns, and red-ochres of steel sheeting in the adjoining lots, along
with the pink and mustard colors of the plants, bring back memories of warm sun and
again help unify these interior spaces with the exterior environment. Today, six months
after completion of the renovation, we see moss beginning to spread along the
fair-faced concrete of the flower terraces, echoing the atmosphere of the green velour
sofas in the lounge and speaking of the passage of time. This kind of reality results from
the new restructuring of this building, from its juxtaposition with its surroundings and
their interdependence. Together they become a salute to memory. Restructuring the
Folio on the basis of memory, understanding, and dialogue gives it a means of resisting
time's damage and deterioration, and we become aware of time's passage through the
way in which new and old have become part of each other. In this phase, in its mission
as a hotel, we enter the final stage of this building's life cycle and see it in a new light. It
becomes capable of deepening our collective memories in Taipei, of evoking a sense of
commonality, and stimulating dialogue between neighbors. Yet ultimately, one day this
building will be torn down and replaced by a new condominium. As Stefan Zweig once
noted, no human writer can surpass history, because only history is the true poet, the
true dramatist!
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