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CSH-08- Layer-up

Structure is the basic component of a space; the smaller the space,
the greater impact the location of the main structure has on the
spatial planning. The space is vertically long and narrow and no
mezzanine should be added. Therefore, two problems need to be
solved: First, to ensure functionality under the premise of not allowing
the space to appear long and narrow; second, the location of the
stairs. However, if you look at the two problems together, you will find
that the position and direction of the stairs become the focus of
design. Therefore, we came up with a solution of “staircase as an
installation” to accommodate both the space constraints and the
client’ s budget. The staircase was constructed as a transparent

“installation” , placed in the middle of the space to bridge a large
vertical distance, adding one extra platform to expand functionality.
Steel bars were used to fulfill versatility. They serve as railing, allow air
movement, and avoid visual obstruction. It is quite intriguing to see
people walk up and down in the half close-up half open-up space.
Plus, the iron bars resemble hair, one more visual bonus for a hair
salon. A small reading area is thoughtfully placed on the platform for
waiting customers, inviting them to pick a book, run some pages or
simply indulge in a moment of reverie away from the hustle-bustle.
Strategically, we remedied the space constraints and expanded
functionality. Yet another problem of creating a visual focus. The
design was expected to be ‘“cost-effective, trendy, and having a
powerful visual impact” . To meet the owner’ s demands, we chose a
sharp contrast of black and yellow. The bright-yellow sculptural
staircase stands out against walls, floors, ceilings and functional
furnishings in black and dark grey. A sharp color contrast, the most
basic structure, and no superfluous molding together create a visual
focus as well as an intense urban feel. Seen from the outside, the
huge bright-yellow “installation” speaks to every fashion-conscious
passerby: Hey, this is THE PLACE to have a new hairdo.



