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WS-02- The light and shadow studio at Xianjiyan

The light and shadow studio at Xianjiyan

The goal with this building was to preserve as much of the original site as possible,
including its original look, and adapting to what was already there as opposed to trying
dominate the site with something completely new. | used memories of my daily life
here to inform me as | filled in visually the parts that | felt were lost from the original,
while at the same time trying to recreate the sounds and smells of nature that were
present before.

This concept can be seen in the way in which the staircase was reconstructed, using as
much of the original staircase as possible then finding an appropriate height and depth
for it to run and then installing a handrail for greater safety, a handrail whose lines echo
the lines on the adjacent wall helping ground the entire look of the building. Once you
step through the door, a look up at the glass ceiling reveals an attempt to retain the
natural warmth of the exterior, while the flood of light helps augment the sense of
vertical space. The borders that the recycled fir floor boards create, gives the space a
sense of order, while the floor-to-ceiling shelves further enhances the wooden feel
inside.

The use of glass gives us a picturesque view of the surrounding fig-trees, whose dance
with the wind help further breathe life into the workspace. Similarly the windows in
each room provide the inhabitant with an ever-changing landscape where the interplay
of light, any movement in the branches, or any addition to the ecology, act as a new
painting authored by mother nature.

In terms of time, the colors of dusk along with the five o'clock bells from the nearby
temple provide a cue to the end of the day.

Through sound there is also a constant reminder of the beauty of nature, as with the
sound of the tiny frogs who climb along the windows, the hum of the birds flying
around the hills, and the whistle of the wind through the leaves of the trees.

Starting from the conference room the scent of the reprocessed cypress flow
throughout the entire space, while the aromas from the garland flowers outside gently
waft through the windows, all of which help to invigorate the occupant.

This building, “The light and shadow studio at Xianjiyan ”, through the synthesis of each
of its details, is our attempt to create a dialogue between a space and its environment
via architecture.



