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AICHI BUNKA FASHION COLLEGE

The plan was for a relocated fashion college. Our design concept was the school
building as an interface between the school and the town. The "Interface Hall"
was created on the street side, with a four-story-high open ceiling. The great
stairs can be used as a stage or an exhibition area, and the skip floors are
available for displaying clothes toward the street. The activities of the school
and the movements of the students directly become showcases to add vibrancy
to the town. Students of this school design and manually produce unique
outfits, which are very attractive. Through the design of the school building, we
desired to create a space as an "interface" to transmit these outfits to the town.
The space inspires students to be constantly aware of a connection to the town,
and stimulates their sociability and creativity. The building faces a frontal road,
and consists of the Interface Hall with a four-story open ceiling and classrooms
for practice, which are functionally arranged behind the hall. The Interface Hall
consists of the great stairs that can be utilized as a stage or audience seats, an
open stair room where students' movements are visible, and the skip floors that
function as show windows facing the town. These spaces are equipped with
acoustic and lighting equipment for events and exhibitions, and provide
vibrancy to the town. The functionally arranged classrooms have specially
designed tables and stools with tailored heights specifically for production. The
auditorium on the top floor can accommodate all students. Its interior is
covered with special black-out and sound-absorbing curtain fabric to control the
light and sound environment. One of the challenges of the more recent
Japanese fashion culture is the concentration of the culture mainly in urban
centers, particularly in Tokyo. Creation of a new culture originating from local
cities is considered to be very difficult. However, the encounter with this school
made us aware that local cities also have places providing attractive education
and producing unique human resources. So we believed that the mission of this
project was to transmit this fact via the design of the school building. We hope
the project will become a trigger for local cities throughout Japan to nurture
unique fashion cultures.
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